FROM FR.TOTTON’S DESK

The following reflection is based on the readings for the | 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time. (If you are attending the |0am MassYou
will hear the readings for the Feast of St. Ann, so if you would like to catch up on what | have written hear, please read the fol-

lowing: | Kings 3:5, 7-12; Romans 8: 28-30; and Matthew |3:44-52)

King Solomon was widely regarded for his Wisdom, but in the first reading today, we see that the gift he actually asked
from the Lord was not wisdom per se, but, “an understanding heart to judge your people and to distinguish right from
wrong.” In other words, Solomon asks for right judgment. Of course, we are all familiar with the story of the two
women, both claiming to be mother of a living baby, who bring their case before Solomon who, ostensibly proposes
cutting the child in half. The real mother reveals herself by offering to allow the other woman to have the child rather

than taking his young life. Solomon's wise judgment brings the truth to the fore.

We live in an age when “judgment” is often considered a bad thing, or something we should avoid. Several years ago,
our Holy Father, Pope Francis, famously said, “who am | to judge?” and his words, as well as the words of Jesus who
said, “judge not lest ye be judged” have often lately been taken out of context and used a cover for indecision and even
cowardice. You should recall that “Right Judgment” is one of the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit (see Catechism of the
Catholic Church no. 1303). In this case, with regards to what is right and wrong, it is necessary to make distinc-

tions. Not all options are truly good (i.e. not all choices lead us to God!). Some choices we face are between good
and evil, while other choices have to do with greater and lesser goods, but we should always employ Right Judgment in

our deliberations.

In the Gospel, Jesus describes the Kingdom of Heaven as: 1) a buried treasure; and 2) a pearl of great price. In both
instances, he says that this object is so great, so valuable, that one who finds it is willing to sacrifice all other things -
even lesser goods - in order to obtain it. | challenge you, using the gift of Right Judgment that you have been given, to
take an inventory of your life. What passions, what possessions, what delusions, what relationships prevent you from
seeking after that Pearl of Great Price? The next gift after Right Judgment is Courage, now employ that gift to sacrifice

those obstacles which keep you from seeking the Kingdom! - Fr. Joseph Totton

THE PRINTERY HOUSE—THE MONKS OF CONCEPTION ABBEY

We are holding our 2nd annual summer sale on August 4 - 7 am - 7 pm and August 5 -8 am - 12 pm

To reduce inventory levels. We have everything from inspirational home décor to stationery to Christmas

items. The stock-on-hand is limited and some items have very limited quantities, so be sure to shop early!
The Printery House, 37112 State Hwy VV, Conception, MO

(800)- 889-0105

Opportunities for Ministers

Ministry is the way in which the Church continues what Christ began and still intends, namely, the salvation of
humanity and the transformation of the world. All baptized and confirmed Christians receive a call and gifts enabling
them to participate in this mission. When lay people carry out Christ’s work as priest, prophet, and king in their own
proper way through public activity authorized by the Church, we call this lay ministry. Here are some of the ways you

might be able to answer that call:

Ushers - Lectors - Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
If you have a calling for any of the above ministries please see : Fr. Totton and he will arrange for training.

We need your help - thank you for your cooperation.
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Altar Society
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To Protect our Children:

Report Abuse
Ombudsman: Jenifer Valenti — 816.812.2500
Diocesan Victim Advocate, Kathleen Chastain,
at 816.392.0011 or chastain@diocesekcsj.orqg
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Ministry
Schedule

Weetend (ollection July | & 23,2017

Saturday, July 29: 4 pm

Saturday, August 5: 4 pm

Ushers: Open
Lectors: Clare Pelzel & Judy McKowen
EMHC: Della Mallen & Elaine Stoll

Sunday, July 30: 10 am

Ushers: Open
Lectors: Clare Pelzel & Judy McKowen
EMHC: Della Mallen & Elaine Stoll

Sunday, August 6: 10 am

Ushers: Eric Whitlow & Mindy Beall

Lectors: Vince Seiler & Mary Ann Downey

EMHC: Joan Seiler & Pat Clingan

MONEY COUNTERS
Cathy Hanson & Eric Niemann

NURSING HOME MINISTRY
Open

Ushers: Eric Niemann & Herman Gillotte
Lectors:

EMHC:

Terry Miller & Karen Trotter
Chris & Christine Broderick

MONEY COUNTERS
Karen Trotter & Cathy Hanson

NURSING HOME MINISTRY
Anne Martin

Mass ltentions

Saturday, July 29: People of the Parish

Sunday, July 30: + James Henley

By: Charles & Betty Harper

Tuesday, August 1: 6 PM
By:
Wednesday, August 2: 6:00 pm

NO MASS

Private Intention

Thursday, August 3:
By:

Kelly Bachman

Friday, August 4:
By:

+ Terry Totton

Saturday, August 5: People of the Parish

Sunday, August 6: + Judith Pigg

By: Loren & Shirley Shelton

MEETINGS

Parish Council: Thurs. Aug 17th, Parish Hall - 6:00pm
Adoration: Ist Friday of month - Aug 4- 8:30 - Noon
Altar Society Meeting - Sept. 8 - Noon - Parish Hall
Knights of Columbus: 3rd Tues. of the month 6:45 pm
Church Cleaning: August- Group 21

Donut Sunday: August 27 - Open

LEGION OF MARY will be meeting on Monday
evenings - in the parish office from 6 PM until 7 PM.

July | &2

Envelopes: $ 1912 Plate: $142 Candles: $22
Nat’| Catholic Register: $1

Total Parish: $2,077
July 8 & 9

Envelopes: $ 1768
Total Parish: $1,861
July 15 & 16
Envelopes: $ 2222 Plate: $59 Candles: $31

Nat’| Catholic Register: $3 Maintenance Fund: $550
Total Parish: $2,865

July 22 & 23

Envelopes: $1,562 Plate: $142 Candles: $18
Nat’| Catholic Register: $3 Mission Appeal: $2,296
Total Parish: $4,021

Plate: $84 Candles: $9

Next Special Collection: August 20 - Diocesan Life
and Justice

Collections:
July to Date: $ 8,521.00
July Budget: $ 9,724.79
Year-To-Date: $ 8,521.00
Yearly Budget: $133,986.

Thank you for supporti

Prayer Corner
& “To everything there is a season and time...
f for every purpose under heaven.” Ecc. 3-11
T ..a time to heal...

)B Lile, Samantha Stringfellow, Myrna Colhour,
Tricia Wolf, Barbara Rhodes, Ashley Parton

Cursillo Weekend

Every 6 months a 3-day Cursillo retreat takes place.
Men and women in the parish are invited to take
part. Several parishioners have made one and would
be willing to sponsor a new member. If you want

Y
de colore
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Make a friend.
Be a friend.
Bring a i+iend
to Ch

to find out about it please phone
Richard and Diane Hon (816) 682-3839

Have you ever wondered why Catholic priests
aren’t married?

Listen for it! A new radio series will begin airing
soon on KEXS Catholic Radio, 1090 AM that
discusses Priestly Celibacy.

Fr. William Korte and Mr. John Harrison (married
father of 5), will show how the Church has
affirmed this apostolic tradition and custom from
Christ throughout history, despite the attacks

against it.

They will also relate the misunderstanding of this
matter to the current crises in parish and family
life, and in both the religious and married
vocations.

The show will run on Wednesdays at 3:30 PM

19 St gndAvil fela® latErdntHe SvBek.

Donut Sunday Sign-Up Sheet on table in
Narthex. We need Hosts!!

FAMILY VOCATION DAY
Saturday, August 19, 2017, 7:30am 3:30pm

St. Therese Parish, Parkville, MO

Come be inspired by priests and religious (sisters and
brothers) from six states.

Experience prayer, learn more about the consecrated life,
ask questions, and have a lot of fun throughout the day.
His Excellency, Bishop James V. Johnston, Jr. will cele-
brate the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass at 8:30 a.m.

Light breakfast and lunch will be provided.
The cost is $5 per person or $30 per family.

All ages are welcome to attend - there will be tracks for
young adults, parents, and children by age group.
For more information go to: kcpriest.org/events/family-
vocation-day-august-19-2017

ALTAR SOCIETY NEWS
BEST CHOICE UPC LABELS
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During the summer please don’t forget to save your “Best
Choice” UPC labels.
Please deposit them in the green container on the table in
the narthex.
Thank you for all your continuing support of the
Altar Society.

The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is commit

ted to combating sexual abuse in the Church.
| If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or

if you observe or suspect sexual abuse:
I. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the
victim is currently under the age of 18), and

2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and

3. After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities,
report suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the
Diocesan Ombudsman, Jenifer Valenti, at 816.812.2500 or
JeniferValenti@att.net, if the abuse involves a priest, deacon,

2017/2018 Envelopes are on the table in the narthex.

Please take home with you!

employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph.
The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing care and healing
resources to victims of sexual abuse and their families.
Please contact Victim Advocate, Kathleen Chastain, at 816.392.001 lor
chastain@diocesekcsj.org for more info.
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